Cancer of the Brain – Level 4

To Whom It May Concern,

In late March of 2008 I was taken by ambulance to Wollongong Hospital with symptoms similar to those of a stroke. Following a number of scans, confirmation of a mass on the right side of my brain was diagnosed. The mass was, at this preliminary stage, thought to be a tumour. Surgery was organised swiftly and occurred on Wednesday April 2, 2008.

The neurosurgeon was extremely pleased with the manner in which the surgery progressed. He continually stressed, however, the difficulty in removing the entire tumour without subsequent neurological deficit being occasioned, through the removal of undamaged brain cells. This, he stated, left the likelihood of leaving some cancer cells remaining within the brain.

The mass was sent for laboratory testing to ascertain whether it was benign or malignant. Seven working days subsequent the results returned with a result which could not have been worse. The tumour was found to be “Glioblastoma Multiforme” Level 4. Apparently this is the most aggressive type of brain tumour, and Level 4 is the highest degree of aggression.

Western medicine protocol for this tumour demands six weeks of daily radiotherapy, combined with low dose (Temozolomide 140 mg/day) chemotherapy. If my memory serves me correctly, I began this in early June 2008. Four weeks following this initial treatment, a further high dose chemotherapy is applied (Temozolomide 400mg/day for 5 days with 21 days respite for six months). During this period, I was required to undergo 2 monthly MRI scans to determine if any tumour progression was occurring. The definition of the scans was difficult as scarring and blood residue from the surgery shielded much of the area.

At the time I contracted the disease I was employed as an Assistant Principal at a NSW Public School. From the date of the surgery through to the end of 2008, I was placed on Sick Leave and did not return to teaching until Term 1, 2009. Through my wide social network as a school teacher, I was fortunate to teach a family directly related to Kerryn McCann (2006 Commonwealth Games Gold Medallist). They advised me of, “This wonderful doctor in Sydney who made such a difference to the last few weeks of  Kerryn’s life, although she got to see him too late, unfortunately.”

This “wonderful doctor” is in fact, Qi Chen. 

And yes, I believe this gentleman has contributed to my longevity in no small way over the past twelve months. Acting on the McCann’s advice my wife and I made an appointment to speak with Qi Chen regarding my prognosis. Western medicine does not hold a very bright future for those with Glioma (Google Glioblastoma Multiforme for an indication). One neurosurgeon suggested, “If you have something you have put off doing, then now is the time to do it.”

Qi Chen however, was much more up beat. His belief in clearing the body of toxins and allowing the body’s own immune system to combat the cancer cells is proving to be extremely effective, to the extent that four MRI scans reveal no tumour progression in any shape or form. Qi Chen’s combination of acupuncture and herbs, which I religiously consume three times daily, is my only medication. When students observe these herbs and ask, “What are they?” I reply, “My pills, they keep me alive.” 

Was I always a ‘believer’? Not really. Initially I was sceptical. Now? I am a Chen aficionado, and recommend anybody and everybody to this ‘wonderful doctor’ for any and all maladies. Everyone I do recommend thanks me profusely for providing them with such assistance.

Philip Hearn
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